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m e n, who form the bulk of the population, and are in disposition most mild and gentle. They are exempted from military service, and cultivate their lands- undisturbed by fear. They never go feo town, either to take part in its tumults, or for any other purpose. s It therefore not infrequently happens that at the same time, and in the same part cf the country, men may be seen drawn np in array of battle, and fighting at risk of their lives, while other men close at hand are ploughing and digging inperfed securityjliavinjEliese soldiers to protect them. The whole of the land is the property of the king., and the husbandmen till it on condition of receiving one-fourth of the produce.
(41) GThe third c&ste consists of h er d s m b u and Ii u n t e r s, who alone are allowed to hunt, a*nd to keep cattle, and to sell draught- animals or let t|iem out on hire. In- return for clearing the lan-d ol; wild beasts and fowls which devour the greeds sown in the fields, they receive an grain from the king. They lead a wandering li and live under tents,
Fragin. XXXVI. follows Iiere..
[So much, theny on the subject of wild animals. We- shall now return to Megasthenes-, and resume from where we digressed.]
consists of those who work at trades, of those who vend wares, and of those who are employed in bodily labour. Some of these pay tribute, and render to the state certain prescribed services. But the armour-makers and shipbuilders receive images and their victuals from the kingj for whoir,